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\a shortened statutory period for reply is set to expire 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to Gommunication(s) filed on 01 December 2004 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) \3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-92 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 25:^ is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8)n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

&)□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con'ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomn PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a non-final office action in response to communications received 
12/01/04. The communications of 12/01/2004 were a response to a restriction requirement. The 
Applicant has elected claims 25-46 (Group 11). Therefore, claims 1-24 and 47-92 are withdrawn 
and claims 25-46 are pending in this application. 

Response to Applicant's Remarks regarding the Restriction 

2. In the remarks, Applicant requested reconsideration of the restriction requirement since 
the five groups established do not cause serious burden on the Examiner. The Applicant also 
states that the five groups established in the restriction requirement are not patentably distinct 
and at most there should be no more than two groups established for the restriction requirement. 

In response to these remarks. Examiner respectfully disagrees. Examiner maintains that 
five independent and distinct inventions are disclosed in the claims of the invention, as set forth 
in the restriction requirement of 1 1/24/2004. Examiner points out that there is no disclosed 
relationship in the claims between the five invention groups. Examiner reminds the applicant 
that the purpose of restriction is to limit the Applicant from receiving a single patent on muhiple 
distinct inventions. Specifically, 37 CFR 1.141 states that two or more distinct inventions may 
not be claimed in one national application. Therefore, the requirement is still deemed proper and 
is therefore made final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the in\'ention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 25-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Landvater (U.S. 
6,609,101), 

4. As per claim 25, Landvater teaches a computer-implemented method of rolling up 
projected demand requirements and presentation quantities for a plurality of selling locations, 
including: 

naming a plurality of display types used by a plurality of selling locations (See at least 
figures 14 and 15, column 1, lines 40-50, column 2, lines 20-27, colunm 14, lines 25-65, column 
15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, wherein profiles of display types are stored in the system); 

associating numbers of the named displays present al the selling locations with the selling 
locations (See at least figures 14 and 15, column 1, lines 40-50, column 2, lines 20-27, column 

14, lines 25-65, column 15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, wherein the displays are associated with the 
location and used when forecasting demand); 

associating a good and presentation dates with one or more named displays (See at least 
figures 14 and 15, column 1, lines 40-50, column 2, lines 20-27, column 14, lines 25-65, column 

15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, wherein the good has a time of display); 

associating respective time elements, corresponding to times for an action to lead to 
availability of the good at the selling locations, with the good at the selling locations (See at least 
figures 14 and 15, column 9, lines 15-25 and 55-67, column 10, lines 1-20, column 14, lines 25- 
65, column 15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, wherein the forecast is time-phased); 
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looking forward from a date related to the action and rolling up projected demand 
requirements for one or more predetermined selling periods, which commence at one or more 
dates related to the respective time elements, for the good al the selling locations, while taking 
into account association of good with the named displays in the respective selling locations (See 
at least figures 14 and 15, column 9, lines 15-25 and 55-67, column 10, lines 1-20, column 14, 
lines 25-65, column 15, Hnes 1-6 and 17-25). 

5. As per claim 26, Landvater discloses wherein a user interface facilitates associating 
predetermined sets of respective time elements with the good at the plurality of selling locations 
(See at least column 9, lines 15-25 and 55-67, column 10, lines 1-20, column 14, lines 25-65, 
column 15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, wherein the forecast is time-phased at a selling location). 

6. As per claim 27, Landvater discloses wherein availability of the good includes delivery of 
the good from a stocking location (See at least figure 1, column 6, lines 45-67, column 8, lines 
25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, column 13, lines 30-45 and 59-67, column 14, Unes 25- 
65, which discloses a stocking location). 

7. As per claim 28, Landvater teaches wherein availability further includes preparing the 
delivered goods for sale (See at least column 3, lines 10-30, column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, 
lines 1-25 and 55-67, column 14, lines 25-65, which discloses setting up the display of the 
delivered good). 

8. As per claim 29, Landvater disclosed wherein the time elements include time required to 
collect data, review action recommendations, process data, pick goods at a stocking location, and 
ship the goods to the selling location (See at least column 3, lines 10-30, column 7, lines 1-25, 
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column 8, lines 25-45, cx)lumn 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, column 14, lines 25-65, column 16, lines 
35-65). 

9. As per claim 30, Landvater wherein the respective time element further include periodic 
dates for actions necessary to make the good available at the plurality of selling locations (See at 
least figures 8 and 9, column 4, lines 20-40 and 54-66, column 3-30 and 55-65, colunm 10, 
column 11, lines 15-35, wherein time periods for forecasting are set in the system). 

10. As per claim 31, discloses wherein the respective time elements include time of 
distributing the good fi-om one or more first level stocking locations to a plurality of second level 
stocking locations (See at least figure 1, column 3, lineslO-30, column 6, lines 45-67, column 7, 
lines 1-25, column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, wherein the good is 
distributed among level 2 and 3 stocking locations using a time element). 

1 L As per claim 32, Landvater wherein the respective time elements include time for 
distributing the good fi-om one or more first level stocking locations to a plurality of second level 

■ 

stocking locations (See at least figure 1, column 3, lines 10-30, column 6, lines 45-67, column 7, 
lines 1-25, column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, wherein the good is 
distributed among level 2 and 3 stocking locations using a time element). 
12. As per claim 33, teaches wherein the respective time elements include time for 
distributing the good firom a supplier through one or more stocking locations to a plurality of 
selling locations (See at least figure 1, column 3, lineslO-30, column 6, lines 45-67, column 7, 
lines 1-25, column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, wherein the good is 
distributed fi'om a supplier to the selling location using a time element). 
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13. As per claim 34, Landvater discloses wherein the respective time elements include time 
for distributing the good from a supplier through one or more stocking locations to a plurality of 
selling locations (See at least figure 1, column 3, lineslO-30, column 6, lines 45-67, column 7, 
lines 1-25, column 8, Hnes 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, column 14, lines 25-65, 
wherein the good is distributed from a supplier to the selling location using a time element). 

14. As per claim 35, Landvater discloses wherein the action includes distribution of the good 
from one or more stocking locations to a plurality of selling locations (See figure 1, column 6, 
lines 45-67, column 7, lines l-25column 8, Hnes 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25, column 13, lines 
30-45 and 59-67, column 14, lines 25-65, wherein the good is distributed from a stocking 
location to selling locations). 

15. As per claim 36, Landvater discloses wherein the action includes ordering the good from 
a supplier (See at least figure 1, column 6, lines 45-67, colunm 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1- 
25 and 55-67, column 13, lines 30-45 and 59-67, column 14, lines 25-65, wherein the good is 
ordered from a supplier). 

16. As per claim 37, Landvater teaches wherein the action includes allocating delivery of the 
good after ordering from a supplier (See at least figure 1, column 6, Hnes 45-67, column 8, lines 
25-45, colunm 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, column 13, Hnes 30-45 and 59-67, column 14, Hnes 25- 
65, wherein deliveries of goods from suppliers are allocated). 

17. As per claim 38, Landvater teaches wherein the projected demand is for sale of the good 
at the selling locations (See at least column 6, lines 45-67, column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 
1-25 and 55-67, column 13, lines 30-45 and 59-67, column 14, lines 25-65, wherein projected 
demand is sale of the good). 
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18. As per claim 39, Landvater discloses wherein the projected demand is for a stocking level 
of the good at the selling locations (See at least column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 
55-67, column 10, lines 1-20, column 14, lines 25-65, column 15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, which 
discuss shipments to maintain specific safety stock levels). 

19. As per claim 40, Landvater teaches wherein rolling up includes adding the presentation 
quantities and the projected demand requirements for the good at the selling locations (See 
column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, column 10, lines 1-20, column 14, lines 
25-65, column 15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, which discuss presentation quantities and demand 
requirements). 

20. As per claim 41, Landvater teaches wherein the presentation quantity used in the roll up 
is the average presentation quantity for the location during the predetermined selling period (See 
column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, column 10, Unes 1-20, column 14, lines 
25-65, column 15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, which discuss presentation quantities). 

21 . As per claim 42, Landvater teaches wherein the presentation quantity used in the roll up 
is the presentation quantity for the selling location on the first day of the predetermined selling 
period (See column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, column 10, lines 1-20, 
column 14, lines 25-65, column 15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, which discuss presentation quantities). 

22. As per claim 43, Landvater teaches wherein the presentation quantity used in the roll up 
is the presentation quantity on the day of the predetermined selling period when the good is 
received at the selling location (See column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, 
column 10, lines 1-20, column 14, lines 25-65, column 15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, which discuss 
presentation quantities). 
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23. As per claim 44, Landvater teaches wherein the presentation quantity used in the roll up 
is the largest presentation quantity associated with the good at the selling location for any day of 
the predetermined selling period (See column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, 
column 10, lines 1-20, column 14, lines 25-65, column 15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, which discuss 
presentation quantities at the maximum and minimum acceptable levels). 

24. As per claim 45, Landvater teaches wherein the rolling up includes selecting the larger of 
the presentation quantities or the projected demand requirements for the good at the selling 
locations (See column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, column 10, lines 20-50, 
column 14, lines 25-65, column 15, hnes 1-6 and 17-25, which discuss presentation quantities at 
the maximum and minimum acceptable levels). 

25. As per claim 46, Landvater teaches wherein the presentation quantity used in the roll up 
is the presentation quantity for the selling location on the last day of the predetermined selling 
period (See column 8, lines 25-45, column 9, lines 1-25 and 55-67, column 10, lines 1-20, 
column 14, lines 25-65, column 15, lines 1-6 and 17-25, which discuss presentation quantities at 
the maximum and minimum acceptable levels). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Huang et al. (U.S. 6,151,582) teaches analyzing data to coordinate supply of goods. 
Lucas (U.S. 2004/0230503) discloses an inventory system. 

Tone et al. (U.S. 5,596,493) discloses using sales characteristics to predict fliture sales 
volume. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beth Van Doren whose telephone number is (703) 305-3882. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (703) 305-9643. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




bvd 

December 12, 2004 
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